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Apart from his legal studies, Pherozeshah devoted some time to
the study of French, with which he soon picked upfa fair ac-
quaintance. He read a great deal of French Literature of the period
of the Revolution, and was a warm admirer of Mirabeau and the
other great actors in that earth-shaking drama. He was so fond of
the language that on his return to India, when briefs were not too
plentiful, he used to give lessons in French to some of his friends. As
professional and public engagements began to multiply, he lost
familiarity with the language, and during his subsequent visits to
Europe never ventured to speak it.
Besides the company that has been mentioned, there were also
about this time in London several Indians, who were destined to
leave the impress of their personality on the country. They were
gifted young men, and they made the most of their opportunities.
Jamsetjee Tata, after many vicissitudes of fortune, lived to become a
great captain of industry, and the pioneer of India's industrial
awakening, Man Mohun Ghosh distinguished himself as a lawyer
and politician" during the comparatively short span of life that was
allotted to him. Budrudin Tyabji enjoyed an immense practice at the
Bar, rose to the Bench, and carried with him there the qualities
which had given him an honoured place among the leaders of the
people. W. C Bonnerji became a lawyer and a leader of unques-
tioned eminence, and his massive personality lent distinction to the
public life of Bengal. All these young men used to meet at Dada-
bhai's place, where Pherozeshah came closely in contact with them.
This intimate association was of considerable value to him, and laid
in the case of Bonnerji, the foundations of a political friendship,
which was of the greatest benefit to India in the days when they and
other devoted patriots strove to implant in her the seeds of new
ideas, and the impulse towards a higher life.
The inner circle of Pherozeshah's friends made good also.
Hormasji "Wadya prospered in Kathiawar, did useful public service
and achieved a Knighthood. C. M. Cursetjee, after a period of
service in the mofussil, became a judge of the Presidency Small
Causes Court. Limji Banaji rose by slow degrees to the responsible
position of prothonotary of the High Court. Jamsetjee Cama, con-
firmed bon vivant, prospered sufficiently as a solicitor to enable him